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Senators Express Concern About EPA's 
Proposed BoilerMACT Rule,  

Ask EPA to Consider Jobs & Economy Before 
Finalizing Rule 

 
Proposed Rule Would Require Biomass Boilers to Meet 

Unreachable Emissions Standards  
 
Washington, DC – Today, 41 U.S. Senators sent a letter to the Environmental 
Protection Agency regarding its proposed so-called “MACT” rule. The Senators, who 
represent 27 states, requested the EPA to consider jobs and the economy before passing 
the rule, which would require biomass boilers to meet unreachable emissions standards. 
 
"Biomass power provides nearly half of the nation's renewable energy. It is extremely 
encouraging that so many U.S. Senators, under the leadership of Sen. Mary Landrieu, 
Sen. Susan Collins, Sen. Lamar Alexander, Sen. George Voinovich, Sen. Ron Wyden and 
Sen. Evan Bayh, are voicing their concerns about the danger of passing the proposed 
MACT rule, both to the renewable energy industry and the wider economy," said Bob 
Cleaves, President and CEO of the Biomass Power Association. "This rule could put 
thousands of Americans who work at biomass facilities out of jobs, and could possibly 
threaten the entire industry's existence. We hope the EPA will reconsider its proposed 
rule."  
 
In the letter, the Senators point to "the significant economic impacts of the proposed 
rule," particularly for small business. They also express concern over the future of the 
biomass industry if the rule is passed, stating, "While we support efforts to address 
serious health threats from air emissions, we also believe that regulations can be crafted 
in a balanced way that sustains both the environment and jobs." The Senators 
recommend that the EPA "use a method to set emissions standards that are based on 
what real world best performing units actually can achieve."  
 
The full letter is attached.  
 
Biomass power is a $1 billion renewable energy industry with 80 facilities in 20 states 
and provides over 14,000 jobs nationwide.  Biomass utilizes wood waste materials -- 
paper and furniture industry byproducts and forest floor debris, for example -- as fuel for 
clean energy.  Power plants are predominately located in rural communities, creating 



thousands of jobs and producing millions in revenue for small towns.  Biomass power is 
a clean and abundant source of electricity that will allow states to pursue even more 
aggressive goals for increasing their use of renewable energy in the future.   
 

 

Contact Carrie Annand at (202) 470-5367 or 
CarrieAnnand@rational360.com. 

 
 

The Biomass Power Association is a member-driven organization with the goal of increasing the 

use of biomass power and creating new jobs and opportunities in the biomass industry.  As 

policymakers at every level explore ways to lower greenhouse gases and reduce America’s 

dependence on foreign oil, BPA is the leading advocate at the state and federal level for a strong 

commitment to clean, renewable biomass energy.  Members include local owners and operators 

of existing biomass facilities, suppliers, plant developers and others all across the U.S.  For more 

information please visit www.BiomassPowerAssociation.org.  
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